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Drexel administrator named
Arcadia University president

By Susan Snyder
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

A top Drexel University ad-
ministrator who oversees the
school’s graduate campus in
Sacramento, Calif., will be-
come president of Arcadtia Uni-
versity in Glenside.

Carl “Tobey” Oxholm III, se-
nior vice president and dean of
Drexel’s Center for Graduate
Studies in California. was se-
lected unan-
imously by
the board
of trustees
Thursday.

Chosen
from 90
candidates,
he will start ‘
this sum-
mer at Arca-
dia, which
enrolls
about 4,000
undergrad-
uate and
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Oxholm HI

graduate students,

Oxholm replaces Jerry Grein-
er, who retired in February af-
ter seven years as president.
James Gallagher, a former

president of Philadelphia Uni~

versity, had been interim presi-
dent. “This is the dream job for
me,” said Ozholm, 57. “It al-
lows me to be in Philadelphia
working in the field of higher
education, which I'm passion-
ate about, close to family and
friends, and reengaging again
in the civic life of the city that I
love.”

He had worked closely with
longtime Drexel president Con-
stantine Papadakis, who died
in 2009.

Oxholm, who has spent most
of his professional life in Phila-
delphia, said he would aim to
involve students and faculty
more in the life of the city. He
also is excited about Arcadia’s
broad-based international pro-
gram, he said. For years, it has
topped national lists for the
number of study-abroad experi-
ences for its students. Last
year, Arcadia announced it
would begin offering three-year
degree programs to help stu-
dents save money. It also
opened a campus in King of
Prussia this spring. Oxholm
joined Drexel in 2001 as gener-
al counsel and played a major
role in the development of its

online-learning subsidiary and
the acquisition of MCP Hahne-
mann University, now Drexel’s
College of Medicine. He also
was pivotal in the creation of
Drexel's School of Law,

He most recently led the cre-
ation of the Center for Gradu-
ate Studies in Sacramento,
where he has worked for 212
years. Even if he were not join-
ing Arcadia, Oxholm said, he
was planning to return to the
region. He was going to take a
six-month sabbatical, he said,
and then work in the cabinet of
Drexel’s new president, John
Fry, in Philadelphia.

Before Drexel, Ogzholm was a
city lawyer for 22 years and
served as chief deputy city solic-
itor from 1984 to 1989. A 1979
graduate of Harvard University
Law School, Oxholm has a bach-
elor’s degree from Amherst Col-
lege and a master’s in public
policy from Harvard.

Margaret Wright Steele,
chairman of Arcadia’s trustees,
cited Oxholm’s “energy” and
“entrepreneurial spirit.”

“He sees [this] as a wonder-
ful opportunity to continue to
globalize our campus here in
Glenside and around the
world,” Steele said.

Contact staff writer Susan
Snyder at 215-854-4693 or
ssnyder@phillynews.com.
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Arcadia U. opening King of Prussia campus

Philadelphia Business Journal - by Peter Key, Staff Writer

Date: Thursday, March 3, 2011, 3:44pm EST

Related: Education

Arcadia University @ said Thursday it is
opening a campus in King of Prussia, Pa., that
will offer undergraduate business and liberal
studies classes and graduate education
classes.

The Glenside, Pa., university expects to open
the campus’ offices this month, the rest of the
campus in May and begin offering classes at
the campus in the summer.

Working adults are the target market for the
campus, which is part of Arcadia’s School of
Continuing Studies.

Arcadia also has a campus in Christiana, Del.,
and the Nyerere Center for Peace Research in
Tanzania.
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Arcadia University's King of Prussia campus.
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